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Jim Volhard : Maintaining Repairing Your Scale Model Trains (Model Railroader)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Maintaining Repairing Your Scale Model Trains 
(Model Railroader): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A First-Class Reference BookBy D. T. SmithI am returning to the 
hobby after being away for a long time, choosing N scale this time instead of HO. I bought this book as I'm looking at 
eBay auctions to pick up locomotives and rolling stock.The book is very comprehensive, and seems to cover all the 
details. I read it once, and am now looking more skeptically at used locomotives with regard to the cost of replacement 
parts. I now know what to ask a seller, and how to handle repairs should I get something that needs work.I do have to 
say don't be intimidated by the level of work required to refurbish an older locomotive. It takes time and attention to 
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detail. Also, make sure you get the exploded view from the manufacturer's web site, or at least make some kind of 
diagram before you disassemble. This is especially important with wiring!The only thing I wish the author had 
covered in more detail was fitting DCC decoders to older locomotives, but perhaps DCC specific books cover this in 
greater detail.Highly recommended.19 of 19 people found the following review helpful. A Needed ResourceBy John 
A Lee IIII love trains but I want them to work right without any input on my part. I don't like repairing or maintaining 
them. That means that I needed this book even more than other hobbyists. It comes it handy with a wealth of 
information and tips on taking care of my running gear.The book is divided into several logically laid out sections. The 
first gives some general background information on things like tools and work area. After that, there are chapters 
devoted to diesel locomotives, steam locomotives, rolling stock and the layout itself. Directions are given for 
disassembly and (hopefully) reassembly. More important, tips are given for where problems usually occur. This can 
help.I still don't like the maintenance aspects of the hobby but it is a necessity. This book helps.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent ResourceBy CustomerCovers maintenance and repair requirements that may be 
second nature to seasoned model railroaders, but new to those who are inexperienced or new to the hobby. Excellent 
resource.

Helps any model railroader learn fundamental repair skills. By mastering some basic skills, modelers can save money 
on repairs and avoid frustrations that may cause them to abandon the hobby altogether! With simple, instructional 
information, this book covers the basic techniques needed to maintain and repair DC-powered scale model locomtives, 
rolling stock, and layouts. Each chapter includes step-by-step instrucitons, photos, and illustrations. Also includes 
various enhancement projects. The only repair/maintenance guide available.


